
MEMORABLE EMERSON MILESTONES:
Commemorating OVER 40 YEARS 

IN CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

“Do not confuse effort, progress, or methodolgy 
with a final product.”

    
–Thomas E. Emerson



FIELD DIRECTOR

1973–1974
ORENDOrf SITE



1973–1974

Orendorf Site
Field Director

1978

Crow Creek Site
Field Director

FAI 270
Site Director

1978–1981 1984–1994

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
Chief Archaeologist

1994–2009

University of Illinois
Illinois transportation archaeological Research Program

Director

2008–2012

The New Mississippi River Bridge Project*
Principle Investigator

2010–Present

University of Illinois
Prairie Research Institute

Illinois State Archaeological Survey*
Director

2013–Present

Illinois State Archaeologist*

*  =  currently ongoing

Thomas E. Emerson
Cultural Resource Management Milestones



orendorf site significance

The Orendorf Site is a 
prehistoric 

archaeological site 
located near the city of 
Canton, Fulton County, 

Illinois.

Trade and migration linked the 
settlement to the large Mississippian 

city of Cahokia; while the 
settlement’s culture had much in

 common with Cahokian culture, it was 
also a distinct regional culture in its 

own right.

The site was added to 
the National Register 
of Historic Places on 
September 13, 1977.



Illinois State Archaeologist*

1978
Crow Creek Site

FIELD DIRECTOR



Crow Creek
Site Significance

Thomas Emerson (pictured right) at 
Crow Creek Site

The Crow Creek site is located along the Missouri 
River in the South Dakota area. The site is now 
within the Crow Creek Indian Reservation. Crow 
Creek Site, the site of the massacre near 
Chamberlain, is an archaeological site and a U.S. 
National Historic Landmark. An excavation of 
part of the site was done in the 1950s, with 
additional excavations in 1978.

The Crow Creek massacre occurred around 
1325 AD between Native American groups. 
Archaeologists from the University of South 
Dakota, directed by project director Larry J. 
Zimmerman, field director Thomas Emerson, 
and osteologist P. Willey found the remains 
of at least 486 people killed during the 
massacre.



1978–1981
FAI-270 

site Director



FAI-270
Site Significance



The original i-270 Project (later 
renamed by IDOT as i-255) began 
at the point where the Jefferson 
Barracks Bridge crosses the 
Mississippi River and ran north 
to join existing i-55 just east of 
Cahokia Mounds State Historic 
site.

between 1978 and 1981 The 
FAI-270 Archaeological Mitiga-
tion Project was the result of a 
massive construction program 
by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) designed 
to provide an interstate bypass 
around St. Louis to the east in the 
archaeologically rich floodplain 
of the American Bottom. 

The archaeological mitigation project 
synthesized data from 10,860 
excavated features from 98 tested or 
totally mitigated sites.

FAI-270 became the premier 
exemplar of the research 
potential of modern cultural 
resource management projects 
in the Eastern Woodlands  and 
expanded our understanding of 
American Bottom prehistory.

To see archival footage of 
Dr. Thomas E. Emerson at the 
FAI 270 Project site click on the link   https://youtu.be/vmSdB9uhtpQ



1984–1994
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency

Chief Archaeologist



Responsible for the management 
of multiple statewide archaeolog-

ical programs and historic site 
resource management. Managed 

and developed both state and 
federal SHPO review and 

compliance programs with 
5-7000 projects per annum.

Directed archaeological 
contracting and research 

program ranging from several 
thousand to three-quarter of a 
million dollars on over twenty 
historic Agency sites including 

Cahokia Mounds, Albany Mounds, 
and Ft. de Chartres.

Served as consultant for Agency 
management of its archaeolog-
ical resources; developed and 
implemented four publication 

series on historical and archaeo-
logical topics for the 

professional, public, and 
educational communities (23 

volumes published).

Primary author and responsiblE for 
implementation of the Human Skeletal 
Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440) 

and the Archaeological and Palaeontological 
Resources Protection Act (20 ILCS 3435).



1994–2009
Illinois Transportation Archaeological Research Program

(ITARP)

Director



directed and managed multiple statewide 
archaeological, historical, and architectural 

programs housed at both the University of
 Illinois and various other institutions for the 

Illinois Department of Transportation.

Principal Investigator on 55+ million dollars of grants.



2008–2012
The New Mississippi River Bridge Project

PrincipAL Investigator



In 2011, the New Mississippi River Bridge project, IDOT and ISAS received the 
FHWA Environmental Excellence Award for excellence in cultural and 

historical resource studies and preservation.

In 2015, the East St. Louis Archaeological Project received the 
Shanghai Archaeology Forum’s international Field Discovery Award. 

The project was named one of the top 10 in the world.

awards

Project
Significance

From 2008–2012 the Illinois State archaeological survey (ISAS) conducted the 
largest archaeological excavation in the nation.

 Before bridge and highway construction could begin, archaeologists from the 
Illinois State Archaeological Survey (ISAS) conducted scientific excavations. Required 

by state and federal preservation laws, the excavations were undertaken on behalf of 
the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA). The archaeologists documented and removed information and 
artifacts from the path of construction. 

They uncovered the remnants of two cities: the early Euro-American city of East St. 
Louis dating from the 1800s to the early 1900s, and buried beneath this city, an ancient 

Native American city dating many centuries earlier (A.D. 1000–1200). 
Analysis of the site is ongoing.



2010–Present
Prairie Research Institute

Illinois State Archaeological Survey

director



In 2010 ITARP became the Illinois State Archaeological Survey   
(ISAS) and joined the Praire Research Institute (PRI). PRI now 
houses the five state scientific surveys at the University of 
Illinois: Illinois Natural History Survey, Illinois State 
Geological Survey, Illinois State Water Survey, Illinois 
Sustainable Technology Survey, and ISAS.

Under the Direction of Dr. Emerson ISAS continues its decades long 
partnership with the Illinois Department of Transporation and 
other state agencies. ISAS has become a nationally recognized 
program setting the standard for transportation archaeology, 
methodology, and research. 



2013–Present
Illinois State Archaeologist



Prairie Research Institute Founding Executive 
Director William W. Shilts appointed seven 
Illinois State Scientists to fill designations 
established in the University of Illinois State 
Scientific Surveys Act signed by Governor Quinn 
on August 14, 2013. 

The State Scientists serve as the authoritative 
spokespersons in their fields for the Surveys, 
the Institute, and the state. They provide 
current information on research and scientific 
inquiries to the public at large, other scientists, 
industry, and governmental agencies.



AWARDS & HONORS

2016 
Society for American Archaeology Excellence in Cultural Resource Management Award

2014 
Midwest Archaeological Conference Distinguished Career Award

2011
 FHWA Environment Excellence Award for Archaeological Investigations of New

Mississippi River Bridge. 

2010 
Exemplary Human Environment Initiative Award–Project Notification System for

Section 106 Tribal Consultation (IDOT-BDE). Presented for development and implementation of
a web-based process of tribal consultations.

2002 
The Robert L. Stigler, Jr., Lectures in Archaeology, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville.

2001
 Nominated by Department of Anthropology for the Chancellor Academic Professional’s

Excellence Award.

1997
 Distinguished Service Award. Department of Anthropology, UIUC.

1996
 Charles J. Bareis Distinguished Service Award presented by the Illinois Archaeological

Survey for “accomplishments that are extraordinary in every sense of the word and are of a
positive and lasting quality.” Awarded for organizing a four-year effort to save the Grand Village

of the Illinois from destruction by development.


